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| FOUNDATION NEWS

A variety of activities has initiated the Foundation's work in 2025.

In early April, the fifth ‘For Our Future Scholarship’ award presentation ceremony was successfully held with enthusiastic 
support from various sectors. In line with previous years, the scholarship recognised university students who excel in 
academic and community service. This year, a new award, the ‘For Our Future Innovation and Technology Scholarship’, was 
introduced to foster IT talent and drive technological development in Hong Kong.

To promote sports participation among Hong Kong youth and enhance their physical and mental well-being, the 
Foundation, as a partner for sports training and volunteering, supported the launch of the ‘Spree Social’ App in March, 
created by the Vivere Sky Social Enterprise. This app provides a one-stop service for sports activities, competitions, 
volunteer services, training, and workshops.

The Second ‘Hong Kong World Youth Science Conference’ was held in mid-April, featuring seven Nobel Prize winners, along 
with renowned scientists and industry experts from around the world, to discuss advancements and collaboration in 
cutting-edge technology.

In recognition of the growing interest in coffee culture among youth, the Foundation sponsored the ‘9+2 Coffee Fest’ in 
mid-March to promote cultural exchange within the Greater Bay Area. Other initiatives include the ‘Hong Kong Youths 
Shaoguan Rural Revitalisation Tour’ and the ‘HK2A ESG Marketing Excellence Award 2024’, supporting the diverse 
development of Hong Kong's youth.

Regarding sponsorships, this year's ‘Wish Builder Programme’ and 
‘Mainland Exchange Programme’ received 43 and 119 applications 
respectively, with 7 projects and 38 exchange groups being 
approved.

Activities for the second quarter are underway, focusing on diverse 
projects for local youth. Stay tuned for more updates!

Mr Yang Bin
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The Vibrant Cultural Hub of 
the Greater Bay Area: A 
Showcase of Unmatched 
Charm
Each year in March and April, Hong Kong transforms 
into a vibrant art scene, highlighted by world-class 
events such as the ‘Hong Kong Arts Festival’, ‘Art 
Basel’, and ‘Art Central’. These events draw global 
attention to this Asian cultural capital. Besides Hong 
Kong, other parts of the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area also stand as a melting 
pot of rich cultural and artistic developments. Notable 
venues such as the Sea World Culture and Arts Center 
in Shenzhen, the new Guangzhou Museum of Art, the 
Zhuhai Grand Theatre, and the He Art Museum in 
Foshan are not only architectural landmarks but also 
platforms for cultural exchange and collaboration 
within the region. Join us on a journey through some 
of the cities to experience the endless cultural charm 
of the Greater Bay Area.

Hong Kong
You may be familiar with the cultural landmarks like the 
Hong Kong Cultural Centre, the Hong Kong Museum of 
Art, the Hong Kong Coliseum, Hong Kong City Hall, and 
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. Recently, 
the establishment of the West Kowloon Cultural District 
has further invigorated the city's arts scene.
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In 2019, the Xiqu Centre opened its doors, dedicated to 
the preservation and promotion of traditional Chinese 
opera, symbolising the fusion of Eastern and Western 
cultures.

Following this, the M+ Museum, inaugurated in 2021, 
has quickly become Asia's leading contemporary art 
museum. It showcases a diverse range of visual 
cultures globally, including design, architecture, and 
moving images, positioning itself as a hub for 
international arts.

Located in the West Kowloon Cultural District, the Hong 
Kong Palace Museum, which opened in 2022, features 
over 900 priceless treasures from The Palace Museum. 
Many of these artifacts are being displayed in Hong 
Kong for the first time. The museum is dedicated to 
promoting cultural heritage and international 
exchange, solidifying its status as a key cultural 
landmark in Hong Kong.

This year, the newly opened Kai Tak Stadium, with a 
capacity of 50,000 and featuring a retractable roof and 
a versatile pitch, extends the cultural offerings. It is set 
to host sporting events, cultural celebrations, and 
concerts. The stadium's facade, inspired by the ‘Pearl of 
the Orient’, consists of triangular aluminium panels 
that change colour with the shifting natural light, 
adding a dynamic element to Hong Kong’s skyline.

| FEATURE STORY

Shenzhen
Shenzhen, the innovation hub of the Greater Bay Area, 
boasts a vibrant cultural scene with facilities like the 
Shenzhen Museum, Shenzhen Art Museum, and 
Shenzhen Grand Theatre, hosting regular artistic 
events. In recent years, the city has seen a significant 
growth in art venues, enriching its cultural landscape.
Notable among these is the Sea World Culture and Arts 
Center in Shekou, designed by renowned architect 
Fumihiko Maki. This landmark combines art exhibitions, 
theatrical performances, and public spaces. It houses 
the V&A Pavilion, the first overseas branch of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. The centre hosts 
international exhibitions, design events, and cultural 
exchanges year-round.

In Futian District, the Shenzhen Contemporary Art and 
Urban Planning Museum stands out with its striking 
design of slanted, twisting forms and a glass facade 
that floods the interior with natural light. This 
eco-friendly structure showcases contemporary art and 
urban planning displays. Most prominently, it hosted 
the ‘Charity Exhibition for Dunhuang Mogao Digital 
Arts’, featuring captivating digital presentations of 
Dunhuang murals. The museum also organises cultural 
activities and lectures with artists and experts.

Low res



The Bay Opera of Shenzhen, located by Shenzhen Bay, 
is distinguished by its iconic ‘wave’ design. With a total 
seating capacity of 2,000, it features a modern theatre, 
concert hall, and multifunctional venues. It has hosted 
international performances, including the ‘Vienna 
Philharmonic’, ‘The Phantom of the Opera’, and piano 
recitals by Lang Lang. By offering a diverse range of 
classical music, drama, and dance, the Bay Opera aims 
to provide citizens with world-class cultural 
experiences.

|

Guangzhou
The Guangzhou Opera House and Guangzhou Museum 
of Art have long been cultural landmarks, hosting a 
wide range of domestic and international art events, 
including painting, sculpture, and musical 
performances, offering diverse cultural experiences. 

Opened in 2024, the Bai'e Tan Greater Bay Area Arts 
Center is a key project by the Guangzhou municipal 
government to promote cultural and artistic development
in the Greater Bay Area. The centre includes the 
Guangdong Museum of Art, the Guangdong Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Exhibition Center, and the Guang-
dong Literature Museum. In the evenings, an immer-
sive light performance transforms its ceramic facade 
into a giant movie screen, blending light art with 
stunning views of the Pearl River. The centre aims to 
integrate regional cultural resources and create an 
international platform for cultural and artistic exchange.

The Guangzhou Opera House is one of the nation’s top 
three theatres, alongside the National Centre for the 
Performing Arts in Beijing and the Shanghai Grand 

Theatre. Its international standards enabled the English 
version of ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ to premiere in 
China exclusively at the Guangzhou Opera House in 
2015, highlighting its prestige. The theatre features a 
1,687-seat opera house, a 350-seat experimental 
theatre, three rehearsal rooms, and a contemporary art 
museum, fulfilling its role as a comprehensive cultural 
and artistic hub.

Zhuhai
The Zhuhai Museum and Zhuhai Gu Yuan Art Museum 
have long enriched the city's cultural scene by hosting 
exhibitions and activities that showcase historical 
artifacts, traditional arts, and contemporary creations. 

This was further elevated by the opening of the Zhuhai 
Grand Theatre, the only island opera house in the 
country, which has become a significant cultural venue. 
Covering 59,000 square metres, the theatre features a 
1,550-seat main auditorium and a 550-seat 
multifunctional theatre. Its unique ‘shell’ design  
reflects Zhuhai's coastal identity, and animated light 
projections bring it to life after dark, enhancing its role 
in the local art scene.

Opened in 2023, the Zhuhai Jinwan Civic Arts Center is 
located in the Jinwan District’s Aviation New Town, 
designed by the renowned architect Zaha Hadid. It 
includes a grand theatre, multifunctional hall, art 
gallery, and X Space. The grand theatre, with a capacity 
of 1,208 seats, serves as the centre's core venue, 
featuring a creatively streamlined interior design that 
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enhances its modern appeal. These venues are inter-
connected via a central plaza and elevated corridors, 
forming a new type of artistic complex that combines 
exhibitions and cross-disciplinary experiences.

Another cultural landmark is the Xiangshan Cultural 
and Arts Center, located in the heart of the Greater Bay 
Area. Blending modern minimalism with Lingnan 
design elements, the centre includes a 1,500-seat 
grand theatre, a 500-seat experimental theatre, and 
multifunctional exhibition halls. It has hosted major 
events such as the ‘China International Youth Arts 
Festival’ and the ‘Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area Dance Arts Festival’. The centre aims 
to be a platform for cultural and artistic innovation and 
exchange in the region.

Foshan
As a key centre of Lingnan culture, Foshan combines a 
rich heritage with vibrant modern artistic innovation. 
Over the past decade, new cultural facilities have been 
established to preserve and promote Lingnan culture 
while fostering cultural exchange.

The Foshan He Art Museum, opened in 2020 in Beijiao 
Town, Shunde District, Guangdong Province, is one of 
South China's largest private art museums. Designed 
by renowned Japanese architect Tadao Ando, the 
museum's collection includes traditional Chinese art, 
contemporary works, and international pieces. It has 
notably collaborated with France's Centre Pompidou to 
host the ‘Masters of Modern Art’ exhibition, featuring 
works by Western modern art masters and fostering 
East-West cultural dialogue, attracting numerous art 
enthusiasts.

The Foshan Grand Theatre, a modern performing arts 
centre with a 1,600-seat main auditorium, serves as a 
premier cultural landmark. It provides a platform for 
high-quality performances, promotes multiculturalism, 
and supports arts education, enriching the cultural life 
of Foshan and its surrounding areas.

Art Collaboration and Outlook
Art venues across the Greater Bay Area seamlessly 
blend traditional and modern, local and international 
arts, serving as vital platforms for showcasing diverse 
cultures. The ‘14th Five-Year Plan’ emphasises Hong 
Kong's role as an East-meets-West Centre for 
International Cultural Exchange. Combined with the 
region's world-class art institutions, this creates strong 
momentum for cultural development across the 
Greater Bay Area.

Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macao have actively 
promoted regional art collaboration through joint art 
festivals and exhibitions. The annual ‘Greater Bay Area 
Culture and Arts Festival’ has become a key platform 
for cultural cooperation, significantly advancing the 
area's cultural growth. With increasingly convenient 
cross-border transportation, future cultural activities 
are expected to flourish, positioning the Greater Bay 
Area as a global hub for cultural and artistic 
engagement.
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26 Awardees Celebrated in the 5th ‘For Our Future Scholarship’ 
for Their Remarkable Achievements

The Foundation's ‘For Our Future Scholarship’, now in its 
fifth year, continues to garner strong community support 
and recognise university students who excel in academics 
and community service. This year, a new category, the  
‘For Our Future Innovation and Technology Scholarship’, 
was introduced for PhD students in STEM fields, 
reinforcing Hong Kong’s role as an international 
innovation and technology hub as outlined in the nation's 
14th Five-Year Plan.

The scholarship attracted over 300 applications from 
students at 14 local tertiary institutions. The esteemed 

panel of judges for the ‘For Our Future Scholarship’ 
included Ms Maisie Chan, Commissioner for the 
Development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area; Ms Salome See, Managing Director of 
Hong Kong Economic Times Holdings and ET Net; 
Professor Gillian Choa, Former Director of The Hong Kong 
Academy for Performing Arts; and Mr Daryl Ng, Chairman 
of the Foundation. Sixteen outstanding undergraduates 
were selected, each awarded HKD 50,000.
For the ‘Innovation and Technology Scholarship’, the 
distinguished panel of judges comprised Mr Philip Har, 
Deputy Commissioner for Innovation & Technology; 
Professor Timothy Tong, Chairman of the Research Grants 
Council; and Dr Hu Zhanghong, CEO of Greater Bay Area 
Homeland Investments Limited. Ten PhD students were 
selected, each receiving HKD 80,000.

The award ceremony, held on April 1 at the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, was graced by 
numerous honourable guests including Miss Alice Mak, 

Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs; Ms Wan Ning, 
Deputy Director General of the Youth Department of the 
Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; along with the 
aforementioned judges (Professor Timothy Tong was 
absent due to being out of Hong Kong); Ms Winnie Chiu, 
Vice Chairman of the Foundation and President of Dorsett 
Hospitality International; Professor Ricky Kwok, Vice 
President (Research and institutional Advancement) of 
Hong Kong Metropolitan University; Professor Dannii 
Yeung, Associate Provost (Student Life) of City University 
of Hong Kong, as well as representatives from various 
tertiary institutions and relatives of the awardees. 

During the ceremony, Ronald Chow and Alexandra Law, 
recipients of the ‘Innovation and Technology Scholarship’ 
and ‘For Our Future Scholarship’ respectively, shared their 
inspiring stories. Their fearless, forward-thinking spirit 
and commitment to serving the community motivate 
other young people. In a special moment, Andy Yau, an 
awardee from HKUST, performed a classic trumpet piece, 
captivating the audience.

The Foundation hopes that the awardees will, in line with 
the scholarship's name ‘For Our Future’, strive to create a 
brighter future for themselves and society.
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The award winners of the ‘For Our Future Innovation and 
Technology Scholarship’ include the following:
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The award winners of the ‘For Our Future Scholarship’ 
include the following:



Sports activities and volunteer services are vital avenues 
for cultivating young people's physical and mental 
well-being, social responsibility, and teamwork spirit. In 
line with this, the Foundation has supported the launch of 
the ‘Spree Social’ mobile app by social enterprise Vivere 
Sky Group, becoming a collaborating partner in their 
sports training and volunteer service projects. The ‘Spree 
Social’ platform offers a variety of sports activities, 
competitions, volunteer services, training, and 
workshops. Participants can earn rewards by completing 
tasks within the app, promoting engagement in sports 
and volunteer services, thereby strengthening 
community connections, and inspiring youth to pursue 
their dreams.

The launch ceremony, held on March 29, 2025, featured a 
carnival with various sports performances and activities, 
enhancing participants' interest in sports and promoting 
the ‘Spree Social’ app to the public.

‘Spree Social’ App Officially Launched

| COLLABORATIONS
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The Second ‘Hong Kong World Youth Science Conference’ 
and The Second ‘Xiang Jiang Nobel Forum’ 2025

To further consolidate Hong Kong's status as an interna-
tional innovation and technology hub, and to inject new 
momentum into the development of a high-end talent 
pool and innovation centre, the Foundation sponsored 
the second ‘Hong Kong World Youth Science Conference’ 
and the ‘Xiang Jiang Nobel Forum’. These events, organ-
ised by the Hong Kong Alumni Association of Beijing 
Universities from April 13 to 16, 2025, attracted nearly 
1,000 participants from around the world. Attendees 
included seven Nobel Prize winners, over 90 fellows from 
both domestic and international institutions, as well as 
prominent scientists, entrepreneurs, and startups.

The opening ceremony took place on April 13 at the Hong 
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. Hong Kong Chief 
Executive John Lee delivered a speech via video. 
Distinguished guests included Mr Chan Kwok-ki, Chief 
Secretary for Administration of the HKSAR Government; 

Mr Liu Guangyuan, Deputy Director of the Liaison Office 
of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR; Ms Xu 
Xiaolan, member of The Standing Committee of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference; Mr Erick Tsang, Secretary for 
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs of the HKSAR 
Government; Professor Sun Dong, Secretary for 
Innovation, Technology and Industry of the HKSAR 
Government; and Dr Hu Zhanghong, Director of the 
Foundation and CEO of Greater Bay Area Homeland 
Investments Limited.

The conference featured a variety of activities including 
forums, project discussions, exhibitions, and university 
campus lectures. Notably, the ‘Together with Scientists’ 
event allowed Nobel laureates and overseas fellows to 
engage directly with students and faculties at local 
universities, fostering interactive discussions.



Shitang Village, Shaoguan. These improvements included a 
lively wall mural featuring plant and animal patterns, which 
the volunteers painted and invited villagers to help with 
colouring, adding vibrancy to the community.

Additionally, the volunteers constructed a creative climbing 
frame, building an engaging and interactive play space for 
local children. They also stamped various plant and fruit 
patterns onto the park pathways, offering an educational 
experience about their characteristics.

Beyond park upgrades, the volunteers immersed themselves 
in local traditions and crafts, learning to brew osmanthus rice 
wine and perform local folk songs in the dialect. On New 
Year's Eve 2024, they handmade sweet sticky rice balls and 
organised a celebration to welcome 2025 with the villagers.

The volunteers expressed that the trip not only enhanced 
their collaborative skills but also strengthened community 
bonds. Interacting with the villagers and playing with children 
in the upgraded park, they experienced personal growth and 
were inspired by the children's joy and innocence, deepening 
their appreciation for community connections.
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Through volunteer services and practical activities, young 
people can enhance the quality of community life while 
cultivating their sense of social responsibility. The ‘Hong  
Kong Youths Shaoguan Rural Revitalisation Tour (Phase 
Two)’, organised jointly by the Foundation and Wu Zhi Qiao, 
concluded successfully on January 2, 2025. This initiative 
involved 20 youth volunteers from Hong Kong who 
undertook several upgrades at the child-friendly park in 

Hong Kong Youths Shaoguan Rural Revitalisation Tour



HK2A ESG Marketing 
Excellence Award 2024

Sponsored by the Foundation and organised by the 
Hong Kong Advertisers Association, the programme 
aimed to inspire young people to unleash their creativity 
through innovative marketing plans focused on ESG 
(Environmental, Social, and Governance) development. 
This initiative endeavoured to enhance Hong Kong's 
ESG standards and contribute to a sustainable society. 
The programme was launched in August 2024.

Youth Wellness Programme
To encourage local youth to 
engage in sports, the 
Foundation sponsored the 
programme organised by 
Social Ventures Hong Kong. 
This initiative aimed to 
enhance the physical and 
mental well-being of teenag-
ers and foster community 
cohesion through sports.

|

Activities included lectures, local guided tours, and a 
one-day green building and ecology tour in the Greater 
Bay Area. Participants gained in-depth insights into 
ESG promotion and its application in Hong Kong and 
Shenzhen through a series of events. The finals took 
place in mid-December 2024, where gold, silver, and 
bronze winners were selected in both the open and 
student categories. The award ceremony, held on 
January 15, 2025, marked the successful conclusion of 
the event.

The programme was split into two groups: canoeing and 
long-distance running. The canoeing group, led by the 
Hong Kong Playground Association - Ocean Explorer and 
the Hong Kong China Canoe Union, provided a three-day, 
18-hour training course for 16 students from Secondary 2 
to Secondary 5. These students showed great enthusiasm 
for learning this dynamic sport.

The long-distance running group was trained by profes-
sional coaches from the RunOurCity Foundation, offer-
ing a 9-hour course for 30 young participants. Despite 
the rigorous training, participants noted significant 
improvements in their willpower and positive mindset, 
and they were pleased to see each other’s growth.



9+2 Coffee Fest

Coffee is not only a refreshing beverage but also a medium 
for cultural exchange. Recognising this, the Foundation 
sponsored the ‘9+2 Coffee Fest’, organised by the Young 
DAB, Councillor Angel Chong's office, and the Luen Heep 
Social Service. The Fest aimed to leverage coffee culture, 
which appeals to young people, to promote interaction 
among cities and youth in the Greater Bay Area.

The ‘9+2 Coffee Fest’ took place from March 14 to 16, 2025, 
at Tseung Kwan O Waterfront Park. The opening ceremony 
was graced by distinguished guests such as Mr Tang 
Ping-keung, Secretary for Security of the Hong Kong SAR 
Government; Mr Chan Pak-li, Under Secretary for Commerce 

and Economic Development; Mr Li Ya-dong, Assistant General 
Manager of China Merchants Group and Dr Hu Zhang-hong, 
Director of the Foundation, CEO of Greater Bay Area 
Homeland Investments Limited.

The event attracted about sixty coffee businesses and brands 
from the Greater Bay Area and other mainland cities. 
Additionally, the Fest recruited over 100 student volunteers 
from twelve secondary schools in the Sai Kung District.

| COLLABORATIONS
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Hongkongers are no longer limited to just eating, drinking, and shopping when heading north! The ‘Travel 
Around 9+2’ video series continues to reveal the coolest spots in the Greater Bay Area. From tech-themed 
exhibitions to immersive cultural experiences and hidden gems, we've handpicked unique attractions that make 
your short trips both easy and exciting.

The newly relocated and upgraded Zhuhai Aerospace 
Land is now officially open, establishing itself as the 
largest national aerospace education hub in the country. 
The centre features three main exhibition halls that 
highlight China's achievements in aerospace, aviation, and 
military development:

Zhuhai Aerospace Land

Watch the video series: 
http://bit.ly/39vWpak

• Aerospace Hall: Visitors can experience a 1:1 scale model 
of the Tiangong space station, complete with a "floating" 
visual effect, and explore the work of astronauts. 

• Aviation Hall: This hall showcases China’s aviation 
development, including the J-20 stealth fighter. Visitors 
can take on the role of a pilot and experience flying the 
C919 commercial airliner simulator.

• National Defense Hall: The hall displays military equip-
ment such as the 99A tank, amphibious assault vehicle, 
and Jiaolong submersible. VR interactive games allow 
visitors to virtually operate a fighter jet cockpit and more.

|



Everyone's growth journey thrives on inspiration and guidance! ‘Let’s Power Up’ 
brings leaders from diverse industries to inspire young people to harness their 
strengths, transform challenges into opportunities, and find their own stage!

Our latest video series features Professor Gillian Choa, 
Former Director of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing 
Arts and current chair of the Hong Kong Society for the Deaf. 
From design to film art direction and arts education, she is 
dedicated to nurturing the next generation of artists and 
bringing outstanding work to the Mainland.

Professor Gillian Choa

With 28 years in education, Professor Choa is now leading 
the charge for the Society for the Deaf, focusing on public 
education and breaking barriers. She is pioneering 
musicals that integrate deaf, hearing, and sign language 
performers, promoting true deaf-hearing inclusion. 

Watch the video series: 
http://bit.ly/3EXnMrc

|
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Becoming a bartender requires a thorough understanding 
of mixology, including the qualities of various liquors and 

Shake Your Dream: Understanding the Career of a Bartender

Get Fit for the Job: An Introduction to 
Becoming a Professional Fitness Trainer

mixing techniques. It also demands creativity and effective 
communication skills with customers, which are essential 
for success in the industry. To help our members explore 
the path to becoming a bartender, YO PLACE hosted a 
workshop in January. The event featured Ken Lam, 
Co-founder of FLAIR IRON and an experienced bartender, 
who shared valuable insights into the profession and bar 
operations. Members enjoyed hands-on experience 
creating unique cocktails and learned about the industry's 
features and various career paths.

With growing public health awareness, fitness culture has 
become increasingly popular, and the demand within the 
fitness industry is rising. This trend is creating more 
opportunities for professional fitness coaches. In 
February, YO PLACE hosted an introductory seminar for 
aspiring fitness coaches. We invited Terence Chau, the 
principal teaching fellow from the Asian Academy for 
Sports & Fitness Professionals, to share his expertise. He 
provided our members with insights into career 
prospects, job opportunities, and relevant courses in the 

fitness field. This seminar helped members gain a better 
understanding of industry trends and the essential skills 
needed for coaches, enabling them to determine if this 
career path is suitable for them.

|



The emergence of DeepSeek has sparked a wave of 
enthusiasm in artificial intelligence. With its powerful data 
analysis and deep learning technologies, DeepSeek not 
only accurately understands and predicts demand but also 
helps businesses enhance efficiency and drive innovation. 
Mr Edward Cho, the Founding Chairman of the Institute of 
Artificial Intelligence, was invited to host a workshop in 
March at YO PLACE, focusing on DeepSeek's technology 
and applications for interested members. This session 

DeepSeek AI Exploration Workshop

included case analyses and hands-on exercises, enabling 
participants to acquire new skills. The segment on prompt 
engineering was particularly noteworthy, covering 
everything from fundamental principles to advanced 
practices. This allowed members to effectively apply what 
they learned.

Young entrepreneurs bring fresh energy to the community 
with their innovative ideas, offering unique products and 
services that help drive sustainable local economic growth. 
To support these local shops, boost their brand 
recognition, and increase their sales, YO PLACE is excited to 
launch the ‘Empower to Thrive’ Small Shops Support 

Programme in March. Eligible small shops can apply online, 
and those approved will receive free promotional support, 
including access to over 40,000 YO PLACE members and a 
variety of online promotional opportunities. The programme
targets Hong Kong residents aged 18 to 35. To qualify, 
small shops must possess a valid local business registration 
certificate, maintain a solid business model, and have been 
operating in Hong Kong for no more than five years.

‘Empower to Thrive’ Small 
Shops Support Programme

|
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GBA Walk Around - Modern Agriculture Experiential 
Tour @ Guangzhou

Walk Beyond GBA - Dongjiang Water Exploration 
Journey @ Heyuan

Dongjiang has been Hong Kong’s main water source for 
60 years. To help young people understand this vital 
resource, YO PLACE took our members beyond the GBA 
to Heyuan, one of the primary sources for Dongjiang 
water in March. The journey included a boat tour of 
Wanlv Lake and the Jinhu Pump Station to observe how 
these facilities play crucial roles in managing water 
quality and the supply system, as well as in ensuring safe 

drinking water. Additionally, members toured the Nongfu 
Spring company to learn about the bottled water 
production process. Participants noted that the tour not 
only broadened their knowledge of Dongjiang water but 
also enriched their appreciation for natural resources and 
their significance.

With the rapid development of agricultur-
al technology in mainland China, smart 
agriculture is encountering unprecedent-
ed opportunities. To acquaint our 
members with the advanced develop-
ments in mainland agriculture, YO PLACE 
organised a tour to Guangzhou in March 
to explore innovative models and leading 
agricultural enterprises.

The visit began at XAG SuperX Farm, 
the world's largest agricultural drone 

enterprise. Here, members learned how drones and autono-
mous vehicles can manage crops more effectively and 
sustainably. Next, they toured the Tianhe Smart Agriculture 
Park, the largest multifunctional greenhouse in Guangdong 
Province, equipped with various planting facilities and 
equipment. This visit provided insights into modern cultiva-
tion techniques and new ornamental varieties. Everyone was 
excited and fascinated by the technological applications in 
smart agriculture.



|

In recent years, board games have taken the world of social 
entertainment by storm. They are more than just games; 
they challenge players to think critically, develop strategies, 
and plan ahead. These elements not only intensify the fun 
and challenge but also promote communication and 
teamwork through interaction.

All On Board for a Day of Fun!

Helping Paws: Kennels 
Cleanup Day

Vlog Beyond GBA

In this episode, we invited Bonnie, a fourth-year student 
from Hong Kong studying Politics, Economics, and 
Philosophy at Peking University, to share her campus life 
experiences. She takes us on a tour of the university's 
facilities, including the beautifully landscaped dormitories, 
the library (which boasts the largest collection of books 
among all universities in Asia), and the cafeteria. Bonnie 

To help our members dive into the joy of board games, YO 
PLACE hosted a board game experience day in January. 
During this event, members were guided by instructors to 
try out five popular board games. These games encouraged 
everyone to employ different strategies and communicate 
actively to succeed. Members enjoyed the challenges and 
excitement of the games while enhancing their interactions.

While many people in Hong Kong truly love their pets, 
countless strays still depend on shelters for care. Given 
the high number of animals in need, maintaining clean 
shelters is crucial and often results in a heavy workload 
for caregivers. To assist, YO PLACE organised a volunteer 
activity in April where participants cleaned feeding 
equipment, tidied up kennels, and distributed food and 
water. Through their interactions with the cats and dogs, 
volunteers not only brought more love and hope to these 
animals but also understood better the difficult situations 
faced by strays, thereby raising awareness about the 
issue.

also discusses the requirements for taking physical 
education courses and showcases the lively atmosphere at 
the annual club recruitment event, ‘Battle of a Hundred 
Societies’. She believes that her studies at Peking University 
not only expose her to cutting-edge philosophical ideas but 
also provide opportunities to engage with exceptional 
peers, deepening her love for the university.
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One of the Foundation’s sponsorship programme, ‘Mainland Exchange Programme’, provides 
funding for local youth to engage in exchange activities in the mainland. This initiative aims to 
promote extensive interactions, comprehensive exchanges, and deep integration for Hong Kong 
youth, further facilitating their involvement in the national development strategy. For the first 
and second phases of the application process in 2025, a total of 38 exchange tours were 
approved, benefitting over 1,500 youths.

First and Second batch of approved projects for the 2025 
‘Mainland Exchange Programme’:

Project NameApplicants 

|



Project NameApplicants 

|
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Project NameApplicants 
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Project NameApplicants 

GBA Youth Brand Operations and 
Entrepreneurship Training Project

The Greater Bay Area market is vast and rapidly changing, making entry with a 
new brand challenging. Sponsored by the Foundation, this training project was 
organised by the GBA Cultural Innovative Design Association in collaboration with 
Proactive Think Tank. Targeting 65 Hong Kong youths aged 18 to 29, the initiative 
was launched in October 2024. The project was designed to help participants 
identify their strengths, understand the mainland market, and develop essential 
brand management skills, thus empowering them to effectively plan their future 
careers and strategies in the GBA. On December 28, 2024, the project hosted an 
award presentation ceremony for a self-media case competition and a graduation 
ceremony. This training project provided participants with invaluable hands-on 
experience in managing self-media and creating high traffic content.

2024-2025 Progress Updates

|
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2025 -2026 Programme

This year, the Programme received more than 40 applications. The Foundation approved seven projects for 
sponsorship, which will benefit nearly 400 young people, as listed below:

Project NameApplicants 

Technological Innovation 
Entrepreneurship Training Course

The rapid development of the Greater Bay Area has 
attracted many young entrepreneurs. In response, the 
Foundation sponsored a training course organised by the 
Greater Bay Area Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Foundation and the Hong Kong Financial Services 
Institutes. This programme provided 30 participants aged 

20 to 30 with a comprehensive 30-hour course over 12 
sessions, aimed at enhancing their job market 
competitiveness and career development in the GBA.
The curriculum included topics such as startup law, 
financial management, computer technology, business 
investment, and new media, with classes led by relevant 
experts. Additionally, the course offered participants 
opportunities to network with fellow entrepreneurs and 
potential investors, expanding their professional 
connections. The course was successfully concluded on 
January 15, 2025.

|



‘SEN-say-tion Walk with Light’ Microfilm Training Programme 
for Teenagers with Special Educational Needs (SEN)  

‘Fly Beyond Boundaries’-UAV Training

Teenagers with Special Educational Needs (SEN) face various 
challenges as they grow, yet their potential equally deserves 
recognition and nurturing. To support this mission, Fortress 
Hill Methodist Secondary School has launched the 
‘SEN-say-tion Walk with Light’ Microfilm Training Programme. 
This 100-hour workshop series will teach 50 upper primary 
and secondary students, including 35 with SEN, the 
fundamentals of short film production and storytelling. 
Through hands-on collaboration in an inclusive setting, 

With the rapid development of the low-altitude economy, 
mastering drone technology is becoming an essential skill in 
the future workplace. To assist young people in understand-
ing this emerging field, the Hong Kong Award for Young 
People is hosting a drone training programme, which offers 
30 hours of training to 40 participants. The course will cover 
programming, flying, theory, and practical application. The 
programme will be held in Dongguan and is designed to help 
participants complete the training and examination required 
to obtain the unmanned aerial vehicle pilot license certificate 
issued by the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC). 
This initiative lays a strong foundation for their future 
development in the field.

participants will gain creative skills and 
build connections. Upon completion, 
the students will produce a short film 
that highlights the inspiring life stories 
of SEN students, aiming to further 
integrate them into society and 
enhance public understanding and 
support for the SEN community.

|
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As demand for healthcare continues to rise, training 
skilled nursing professionals has become critical. To 
address this, the Dreamworks Foundation has 
introduced a programme for 100 nursing graduates, 

‘Dr Dreamworks’ - Volunteer Training Programme 
current students, and aspiring healthcare professionals. 
The initiative features a 46-hour volunteer training 
course, hands-on internships, and a field trip to 
Shenzhen to explore medical services in the Greater Bay 
Area. Participants will acquire practical skills in elderly 
care, pain management, rehabilitation therapy, and 
effective communication with seniors. Upon completion, 
they will join a volunteer network focused on elderly 
support, enhancing access to quality care and fostering 
stronger cross-border healthcare collaboration.

As awareness of environmental protection grows, the 
arboriculture industry is facing new opportunities. To 
inspire young people to enter this promising field, the 
Hong Kong Tree Education Foundation is offering a tree 

Hong Kong Youth Arboriculture Development Initiative 

care certification training programme. This initiative 
equips 30 participants with 35 hours of comprehensive, 
professional training, preparing them to contribute to 
environmental protection and greening efforts in the 
Greater Bay Area. The curriculum covers essential topics 
such as tree physiology, tree risk assessment, climbing 
skills, and the basics of power saws and tree pruning. 
Additionally, participants will receive ongoing support 
and guidance to navigate industry challenges and 
enhance their career development.
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Future Leader: ‘Policy Research’ Project 2025

To cultivate future leaders, the Proactive Think Tank 
has launched a training project that offers 60 young 

Dream Pursuit Programme

Careers in the disciplinary forces are profoundly 
significant, and Project Torch is empowering 75 young 
participants with a 33-hour professional programme. 

The Course of Cantonese Dubbing for the Youth 

In the digital media era, dubbing has become an 
essential craft for conveying emotions and enhancing 
storytelling. This skill is crucial in animation, advertising, 
and gaming, where exceptional voiceovers can engage 
audiences by bringing content to life. To cultivate this 
talent, the Yau Tsim Mong Youths Society is offering a 
Cantonese dubbing training programme designed for 30 
teenagers. The 30-hour training includes comprehensive 
courses and workshops that allow participants to record 

Cantonese voiceovers for animated series or films. 
Through these hands-on experiences, participants will 
develop their ability to express emotions, tell compelling 
stories, and unleash their creativity.

participants 47 hours of in-depth training and practical 
experience. The curriculum includes policy analysis, 
research methodologies, and proposal-writing skills, 
providing youths with a comprehensive understanding 
of the political systems and policy mechanisms in China 
and Hong Kong. This foundation prepares them for 
contributing to the Greater Bay Area’s development 
and pursuing careers in governance and public affairs. 
Highlights of the project include a 3-day, 2-night 
training camp in Hong Kong, a research tour in the 
Greater Bay Area, and a policy proposal competition.

This training covers conflict management, crisis 
response, mental health first aid, mediation techniques, 
and the fundamentals of exercise physiology and 
psychology. Beyond classroom learning, the 
programme includes a 2-day, 1-night exchange at an 
amateur sports school in Foshan's Nanhai District. This 
immersive experience equips participants with practical 
skills and insights, building a foundation for their future 
careers in public service and related fields.

|
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